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Parliament buildings of New Zealand
Basic data and history
New Zealand is an island country in the southern Pacific Ocean comprising two main
landmasses and several islands, all together measuring 268.680 km². Its capital city
Wellington is located at the south end of the northern island. New Zealand is a
constitutional monarchy.
By the New Zealand Constitution Act 1852, the Parliament of the United Kingdom granted
self-government to the British Colony of New Zealand. The parliament building was
opened on May 24th 1854 in Auckland. That is situated in the far north of the islands and
therefore difficult to access, so the parliament moved to Wellington in 1865.
This is where today's parliamentary buildings are located on an area of 36.000 m². The
site consists of four separate and architecturally different buildings:
1. House of Representatives
2. Beehive
3. Bowen House
4. Parliamentary Library

House of Representatives
The first Parliament House in Wellington was destroyed by a fire in 1907. The rebuilding
took place between 1912 and 1922 and was originally planned to be twice as big as finally
realized.
The new House of Representatives is designed in a neoclassical style by the architects
John Campbell and Claude Paton. It is the center piece of the area ranging. The main
entrance is located on the east side of the building.

Beehive
The so-called „Beehive“ was designed by the English architect Sir Basil Spence and
erected between 1969 and 1979. The name of the building derives from its terraced shape
reminiscent of a skep. The beehive is 72 m tall and has 10 floors above ground. It houses
the National Crisis Management Centre, a bunker and the parliamentary catering service
in the basement, the visitor center and the Banquet Hall to host state banquets for up to
300 guests. In the above stores many members of Parliament and Ministers have offices
while the office of the Prime Minister as well as conference rooms for cabinet sittings are
located on top.

Bowen House
The Bowen House is an office building situated on southwest of the area. Designed by the
architects Warren and Mahoney it was built between 1988 and 1990. It provides 22 stories
of office space for members of Parliament and the parliamentary support staff.
During the refurbishment of the House of Representatives and the Parliamentary Library
from 1991 to 1996 the Bowen House together with No. 3 The Terrace was the temporary
home of the Parliament. The latter served as the debating chamber and was designed by
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Structon Group according to the original floor plan, designed in the traditional shade of
green, completed with modern furniture.

Parliamentary Library
The library is the oldest building of the Parliament grounds. The Victorian Gothic styled
library was designed by Thomas Turbull. The west wing was completed in 1882, whereas
the main part was finalized in 1899.

House of Representatives – Areas
The ‘Debating Chamber’ occupies the center of the House of Representatives. The
horseshoe-shaped plenary opens to the North and allows the public to follow the debates
on the surrounding gallery. The room is covered by a glass roof, providing natural light.
Along the east side of the Debating Chamber sprawls the ‘Galleria’, a huge thoroughfare
built in the 1990s and designed by Malcom Harrison. It measures 30 m of length, 5 m of
width and is four storys high covered by a glass roof.
The ‘New Conservatory’ joins the Gallery on the west side of the Chamber containing a
large collection of native ferns.
Located in the southwest corner of the building the ‘Legislative Council Chamber’ was
home to the Upper House (appointed members, not elected) up until 1951. After New
Zealand obtained full external autonomy and was granted full sovereign status by the
Statute of Westminster Adoption Act 1947, the Upper House was abolished in 1951.
Today the room is used as a function room.
The ‘Grand Hall’ at the south side of the building connects the Foyer at the main entrance
with the Legislative Council Chamber. Here is the central entrance to the Debating
Chamber. The Grand Hall is also used as a function room.
The ‘Entry Lobby’ forms the main entrance of the House of Representatives at the
southeast corner, leading to the Grand Hall as well as the Galleria and the Visitor Center.
South to Entry Lobby the Bridge to Beehive connects the building to the new office parts.
At the north side near the Debating Chamber there is also a Bridge to the Library.
At the east side of the building there is the ‘Select Committee Room’ for the Maori Affairs
Committee. It is named like the Maori demigod “Maui-Tikitiki-a-Taranga” and decorated
with carvings and woven panels. North to that is the Pacific Room honouring the Pacific
people’s culture and it’s influence on New Zealand’s society and Parliament.
In the northeast corner of the building lies the ‘Speaker's Office’, this room was originally
the Cabinet Room.
Left to of the main entrance next to the Bridge to Beehive there is the Visitor Center, which
was established in the 1990s during refurbishment in order to enable greater public access
to the Parliament.

Debating Chamber – Functions and seating arrangement
Functions
The Speaker of the New Zealand Parliament plays an organizationally important role. He
represents the House to the Sovereign and the Governor-General, he chairs the meetings
of the House, makes rulings on points of procedure, chairs three selected committees,
acts as landlord for the Parliament buildings and represents the House to other
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Parliaments and organizations. The Speaker is elected by the members of Parliament. The
function can be described as a President of the Parliament. The Speaker is impartial and
has a deputy and up to two assistents.
The Clerk of the House is the principal permanent officer of the House of
Representatives. He is appointed by the Governor General as an expert for parliamentary
law and procedure.
The Hansard Staff attend the sittings and are in charge of the stenographic records.
As a permanent officer of the Parliament the Serjeant-at-arms is responsible to the
Speaker for the security and maintaining proper standards of behaviour in the galleries
and in the areas around the Chamber. The Serjeant-at-arms carries the Mace, precedes
the Speaker into the Chamber and announces him.
The Chamber officer generally supports the Serjeant-at-arms.
The Prime Minister is the leader of the Government and traditionally sits at the fourth seat
to the right of the Speaker. He accounts for Government activity by replying to questions
during debates, he delivers the annual Prime Minister’s statement and leads the
Government’s contribution to major debates. Next to the Prime Minister his deputy is
seated, surrounded by the Ministers and party members.
The Leader of the Opposition sits directly opposite the Prime Minister in the Debating
Room. He is the leader of the largest party not being part of the government. He leads the
debates for the opposition.

Seating arrangement
The Debating Chamber provides space for 121 representatives and the above mentioned
officers. The governmental representatives are seated on the right side of the Speaker,
while the oppositional representatives are placed on his left side. Following the last
election’s outcome, in October 2014, members of seven parties are represented in the
New Zealand Parliament.

Debating Chamber – Development of the floor plan
Plans and details are to be found on the New Zealand National Library's website. (Floor
plan of the House of Representatives, dating back to 1918 showing the originally larger
planned building which wasn't realized; Section and Floor Plan containing the 1th floor,
derived from a paper on seismic security of the parliamentary building of New Zealand)
To verify and check the actuality of those plans, the virtual tour, provided by the Parliament
homepage, as well as pictures of current debates where used.
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